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Editor's Note 


(Continued from Page 194) 
skilled or unskilled jobs or fussing in 
the vapid non-intellectual world of 
child rearing and backyard gossip, 
and the mysterious, intellectual world 
of books and ideas, term papers and 
examinations.” The italics are ours. 
We are intrigued by the apparent 
shock suffered by the middle-aged 
woman when she perceives herself as 
a learner. Her shift from the home to 
another career would obviously be 
much simpler if she had thought of 
herself as learning all of her life. Per- 
haps the trick is to establish a goal 
quite early in life to perfect yourself 
as a human being—physically, emo- 
tionally, mentally. If so, adult edu- 
cation and childhood education have 
quite a lot in common. A self-develop- 
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ment orientation established in the 
early years seems more appropriate 
as a means to a “good life” than a 
career orientation or any other ex- 
ternally controlled orientation. 


Three of the reports in this issue 
of AE describe segments of the adult 
student bodies in Oakland, Milwau- 
kee, and Buffalo. London has select- 
ed attitudes by social class; Axford 
and Wilson have selected needs of 
professional adult educators; Nevin 
has selected opinions of foreign lan- 
guage students. They round out an 
issue which we hope provides com- 
mendable examples of the range of 
techniques now used in descriptive 
study of adult students. 

THuRMAN Whuite, Editor 
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